Combined chemotherapy using cisplatin, ifosfamide and bleomycin (PIB) in the treatment of advanced and recurrent cervical carcinoma.
Combined cisplatin, ifosfamide and bleomycin (PIB) chemotherapy was given to 14 (11 recurrent and 3 advanced and metastatic) cervical carcinoma patients. At least 2 cycles of chemotherapy were given before assessment of tumour response. The overall response rate was 28.6%; the complete response rate was 14.3%. Sites of response included cervical lymph nodes and the lung. Toxicity was common. Alopecia was universal. Other toxicity included suppression of haematopoiesis (73%), leucopenia (71%) and nausea and vomiting. Two patients died from sepsis during the myelosuppressive phase. The role of PIB in the management of advanced and recurrent carcinoma of the cervix should be evaluated in a randomized-controlled trial.